Battle of Carrarroe, Jan. 1880
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The Land League carefully organised their first great Land War confrontation between tenants and the Process Server in Connemara, on the north shore of Galway Bay, at what the Freeman's Journal called "The Battle of Carraroe". 
	On January 2nd,1880, a large force of 120 R.I.C police were unable to protect the local Process Server, who only managed to serve four out of a batch of 120 bills of eviction. In fairness to the local senior R.I.C. officers, they had previously appealed to the authorities on behalf of the tenants, as many were on the verge of starvation. 
However, the eviction orders were granted by the court, and a policeman, like a soldier, is expected to follow orders. After some violent confrontations, the police were ordered to fire a volley of shots over the heads of the locals in order to intimidate them.


As anybody who has ever played football against Connemara teams will know, attempting to intimidate can be both dangerous and counterproductive. The volley of shots, far from intimidating the locals, triggered an all-out attack.
The police were routed by a combination of sticks and stones and had to retreat to the local barracks. In the process, five men and one woman were wounded by police bayonets. The people from An Spidéal (Spiddal) and Cois Fharraige were also in revolt and had blocked the road from Galway with large boulders. The police in An Cheathrú Rua (Carraroe) had to be relieved by the Galway paddle steamer "Citie of the Tribes", which sailed to Cashla Bay with men and supplies. At the height of the incident, supporters from as far as 'Joyce Country' hurried to Carraroe while twelve crowded sailing hookers arrived to support their neighbours from other Connemara ports and indeed the Aran Islands.
